Chapter 12

12-A – The Bible-derived Framework

Some theories which attempt to account for the Biblical creation
· Literalist 
· literal translation of the Biblical account of creation

· six, 24-hour, consecutive, end-to-end days of creation

· newly created universe looked mature (it was created old looking)

· flood covered entire earth and produced catastrophic changes in the earth

· The Gap Theory
· great span between Gen 1:1 and 1:2 accounts for geological formations and most fossils
· thought is that earth was created and then “became” void, indicating there was a previous civilization and then Lucifer (the devil) was then cast out of heaven and thus the world was destroyed

· note that God had declared the world as “very good” (Gen 1:31), thus Lucifer probably was not yet thrown out of heaven as this theory states, so this theory does have some inconsistencies with the bible framework.
· The Day-Age Theory 
· days during creation were geologic ages millions of years long
· attempts to fit in the Big Bang and then evolutionary processes which take a long time

· some problems arise with this in that plants were created on day 3 and the sun was created on day 4.  So if day 3 were more than a few years, they would have all died

· Theistic Evolution

· God created matter, and then everything else evolved with or without occasional help from God
· twists the entire Biblical account of creation the most of the other theories listed
· if we could reject one part of the Bible (creationism), then theoretically we could any other part of the Bible.  Our faith would no longer be based on Gods Word, and thus our beliefs would be in vain.
Record of Creation

· Bible indicates creation has ceased.  It was completed by first week and God has rested from creating anything since
· Conservation of energy
· energy is neither created nor destroyed, it changes from one form to another

· also known as the first law of thermodynamics
· The Lord will destroy the earth by fire in the future (II Peter 3:7)

· The Big Bang states that earth was created by an explosion, which leaves God out the picture entirely, and thus goes against the Bible’s account for creation.
The Fall and Curse

· Once sin entered the creation, God no longer called it “good” but cursed it, thus bringing forth thorns and thistles.  

· He said it is wearing out like a garment, or going through degeneration
· Second law of thermodynamics:  things tend toward a state of disorder, not a state of order, enthropy
The Flood

· World wide flood of Noah’s day

· Some would say that the way earth is today is the way it has been since the beginning (this belief is known as uniformitarianism).  This cannot be true since the flood would have permanently altered the atmosphere, and surface.  See description of the atmosphere in Gen 1:6-8.

· The world after the flood will never return to the condition it was in before the flood.

· Why do some people not want to acknowledge Creation, The Fall of Man, or The Flood?

· responsibility
· If they admitted there was a supreme being, then they would have to be subject to the rules set forth by that being

· sin
· People do not like to confront the fact of sin or admit it.  Even in the most perfect environment (Eden) Adam and Eve sinned, showing they are incapable of only doing what is right.
· accountability
· The flood shows that God holds mankind accountable

· If man were here only due to evolution, then he cannot be held accountable for his actions.

· God’s Word still stands the test of all true scientific research.

· summary

· mankind is responsible to a superior being

· there is such a thing as right and wrong

· one day there will be a judgment for the wrongs each person has done

12B – Science and Faith

· Since none of us were around when the universe came into being, each person will choose by faith how they think it was created

· You can believe by faith that the earth was created by God as the Bible states

· Or you can believe by faith in that the earth was created by anything other than God (evolution)

· Everyone places there faith in whatever it is that he/she thinks created the universe

· Some people believe parts of the Bible are true and that God started things off and intervened once in a while when things went wrong.  This is dangerous since you are not limiting God as to what and what He cannot do, which is not was the Bible teaches us about God.  There is no basis of faith in this instance.

· Only the God’s Word describes who he is and what he has done

12C – Science and Reason

· You should not believe everything you hear, but measure it to God’s Word

· Faith does not require the rejection of intellect

· God’s Word will stand the test no matter what science experiment you attempt

· We as Christians are instructed to be “clear thinkers”, ready to give an answer for our faith.

Faulty Reasoning

· fallacy: a mistake in reasoning

· hasty generalization

· circular reasoning

· ad hominem argument

· missing the point 

· appeal to force

· hasty generalization:  general conclusion is drawn from a small number of cases that are not typical of the whole group

· Ex “it rained the first 3 days of July, it must rain all summer here”

· circular reasoning:  when you assume the thing you are trying to prove and use it as support for your argument.
· Ex “The oldest rock layers are found to contain the most primitive plants and animals.  We can date the rocks by the types of fossils they contain”

· see how the second statement assumes the first statement of ‘the older the rocks, the older the fossils and plants’.

· Ad hominem:  attack on the person doing the arguing instead of attacking the argument itself.

· “Mr. Roberts accused me of cheating on a test, but he is the one who was twice demoted and finally fired from his last teaching position.”
· Missing the point:  when an argument seemingly leading to one conclusion is suddenly directed to a different conclusion.

· “Crimes of theft and robbery have been increasing at an alarming rate.  The conclusion is obvious: we should legalize theft and robbery because the laws against them cannot be enforced.”

· “On the last two test I studied really hard and I still flunked them both.  This time I am not going to study at all.”

· appeal to force:  rather than offer valid reasons to support a conclusion, the arguer threatens that there will be severe consequences if the arguers conclusion is not accepted.

· “There certainly is a Santa Clause, but he won’t bring any presents to those who do not believe in him.”

· It is especially clear that any scientist who fails to uphold the essential correctness of evolution is incompetent and should be denied membership in this organization.”

· Be alert of these fallacies when reading scientific articles and test the ideas and thoughts to see whether they are of God
Need for Science

· Christian Scientists need to uphold God’s Word.

· We need to be able to diffuse faulty scientific claims with true, more clear scientific study.  This can only be done by studying science.
· James Clerk Maxwell (a Christian scientist) disproved Laplace’s nebular hypothesis (a hypothesis showing how a cloud of dust could have condensed into the solar system we have today without a creator)
